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(i) VELVET 



XV OR XVI CENTURY 



EARLY VELVETS 

AMONG the various textiles in 
.the collection of the Museum 
not the least interesting is a small 
group of old velvets in historic pat- 
terns. Among the motifs which the de- 
signs of these pieces exhibit, the pome- 
granate predominates. This motif, in 
innumerable variations, has been said 
to be the characteristic ornament of 
the fifteenth century, having sup- 
planted the earlier animal and bird 
patterns like those upon certain of the 
Coptic textiles shown in the Egyptian 
Rooms. The first of the illustrations 
(1) is an example of a pomegranate 
pattern. It is a fifteenth century vel- 
vet in a rich, vibrant green color, 
figured by allowing the ground fabric 
to show through. The repeating pat- 
tern exhibited on this piece is remark- 



able for its restraint and simplicity. 
The pomegranate, or apple of love, is 
shown in the center of a medallion 
formed by slender and gracefully dis- 
posed stems, leaves and flowers. A 
fifteenth century Gothic cope in red 
velvet, recently on temporary exhibi- 
tion at the Museum, illustrated on 
the last page of the Bulletin, has a 
very similar pattern, except that the 
medallions are flatter and the floral 
units are more conspicuous. Closely 
related designs are depicted in a series 
of paintings by Carlo Crivelli (1430- 
40, d. after 1493) in the National 
Gallery, London. Le Velours, by 
Henry Algoud, also illustrates several 
fifteenth century examples in velvet 
of this pattern, which are in the 
Musee des Arts Decoratifs, Paris. 
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Figure (3) is a late fifteenth cen- 
tury variation of the pomegranate 
motif, in which the fruit grows from 
a broad wavy band. This pattern, 
though very large and elaborate, was 
used for garments as well as for wall 
hangings. Like other early patterns, 
it is frequently shown in contempo- 
rary paintings, as, for instance, in The 
Arrival of Francesco Gonzaga, by 
Andrea Mantegna (1431-1506). 

Figure (2) is a velvet brocade with 
light green pile on a buff satiny 
ground originally filled with silver 
threads. It is probably a sixteenth 
century example, woven in Venice; 
and shows such strong Oriental influ- 
ence as to give some ground for 
believing that it was copied almost 
directly from an Eastern pattern. 
Algoud illustrates two analogous de- 
signs in the Musee des Arts Deco- 
ratifs which are attributed to Ori- 
ental weavers of the sixteenth century. 
They differ principally from our ex- 
amples in a certain rotundity of leaf 
and fruit forms. 

Figure (4) is a sixteenth century 
Persian velvet recently exhibited at 
the Museum. It has a repeated pat- 
tern of flowering plants and of cloud 




( 4 ) PERSIAN VELVET 

forms, in colored velvet outlined in 
black, on a yellow ground. 

In the Egyptian Rooms, among the 
fragments of Coptic textiles, are sev- 
eral specimens of primitive velvets, 
dating from the first to the fifth cen- 
tury. Some have long, uncut linen 
pile and others a shorter pile in dark 
colored wool. 

COMING EXHIBITIONS 

February: Exhibition of Paintings 
by Jean Julien Lemordant. 

February 15 to March 31 : Exhibi- 
tion of Paintings by Stephen Haweis. 

April 1 to 15: Exhibition of Stage 
Models and of Sketches for Stage 
Settings, lent by the Bourgeois Gal- 
leries, New York. 

April 15 to May 31 : Exhibition of 
Paintings, Drawings and Sculpture 
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HOURS OF OPENING 

The Museum is open free daily from 
10 to 5 o'clock, Christmas Day and New 
Year's Day excepted. 

GUIDANCE 

The services of a docent, or guide, for 
schools, or groups of visitors, may be 
secured without charge by application 
at the office. 

THE RICHARDSON MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY 

The Richardson Memorial Library, 
containing approximately 5,000 volumes 
on the fine and applied arts, is open for 
reference, daily, except Sunday, 



LECTURE ON BOTTICELLI 

On the evening of February 3rd, Mr. 
Charles Theodore Carruth will deliver 
a lecture on the Renaissance painter, 
Sandro Botticelli, at the City Art Mu- 
seum. The lecture will be illustrated 
with reproductions in color, of paintings 
by Botticelli. The public is invited. 

CATALOGUES 

The catalogue of paintings, containing 
190 pages, with 79 illustrations, sells 
for one dollar; an illustrated catalogue 
of modern sculpture, fifteen cents; a 
catalogue of metal work, fifteen cents; 
a catalogue of modern and antique 
bronzes, ten cents ; a catalogue of casts 
from antique sculpture, ten cents. Cat- 
alogues of current special exhibitions 
are sometimes issued. They are priced 
at from five to twenty-five cents, accord- 
ing to size. 

A small pamphlet, containing a short 
summary of the collections and activ- 
ities of the Museum, will be mailed free 
of charge to those interested. 

REPRODUCTIONS 

Photographic prints of most of the 
objects in the collection of the Museum 
can be supplied at fifty cents per copy. 
The Museum also offers for sale photo- 
gravure prints of a limited number of 
paintings in its collection at twenty-five 
cents, and post cards at two for five 
cents. 

BULLETIN 

The Bulletin is published quarterly 
throughout the year. Single copies will 
be mailed to any address upon receipt 
of the price, fifteen cents. 
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